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"Don't tear up Broadway in this district!"
Is the outcry of the business men whose
places are in that thoroughfare between
Fourteenth and Forty-second streets.
It is no infant wail that protests against

thfe proposed method of constructing- a spur
of the underground rapid transit railway; it
is the lusty shout of a giant, powerful as he
is indignant, against the wrong which he
fears will be inflicted on him unless the
subway is tunnelled.
As one man all the merchants whose businessinterests are centred in the city's great

thoroughfare have voiced their opposition to
the project which they feel assured will
mean to them in its carrying out the loss
of millions of dollars, inasmuch as thousands
of persons who patronize the stores, restaurants,hotels, theatres and big office
buildings in the upper part of Broadway will
be kept away from that avenue if the street
surface is subjected to such disturbances as
have marked the work in other sections of
the city.
Nor is it a matter of passing moment

with them. They know that individually they
can avail little, and for this reason they
have determined to combine. They are
aware that to avert the impending disaster
they nust work hard and to advantage, so

that t:ie authorities who have the matter in
hand may be apprised fully of their sentimentsbefore any decisive action is taken.
Therefore they are taking time by the forelock,Inowing that their protests will have
full weight when they are presented to the
proper officials.

Will Call on the Mayor.
Mayot Low will be the flrst to hear of the

objectioi to the tearing up of Broadway,
should the undertaking go through as pro-
jected a. present. Before the end of next
week he will be waited on by a committee
of the tusiness men of upper Broadway,
who will place before him facts and figures
to show how they will be the great losers
should the surface be torn up for a year or

more, anl how, despite the assertions of
John B. McDonald, who has the contract
for consructing the subway and who
naturally vants to do the work in the mannereasiest for him, the accruing increase
of their basiness when the work is completedwill not in the slightest measure
reimburse them for the loss incurred during
its progreis.
This action has been decided on already

by those vho are taking an active interest
in the movement to prevent the blockade of
New York's greatest artery. They have had
many informal conferences, but to-day they
will me©: and consider the advisability of
calling £ general meeting for early next
week, at which the vigws of all will be heard
and wh;n a plan of campaign will be determinedcn.
One iiea which is to be presented is the

making of a house to house canvass, irrespectiveof whether the building is a hotel,
a theat'e, a restaurant, a store or an office
buildinj, and to get the sentiments of the
occupajts whether owner, lessee, tenant or
sub-tenant. Then from the business men on
each bock three or four will be chosen to
represent all on a general committee, and
from tiese will be chosen an Executive Committee,consisting of the representative men
in the various callings, in whose charge the
general' conduct of the campaign will be
placed.
To the committee, in all probability, will

be delegated the task of preparing a petition
or someother form of statement embodying
the objections of all concerned, which will
be pressited to Mayor Low by Wednesday,
if he car receive the committee on that day,
for thos? foremost in this movement do not
believe t will help their cause to wait until
the Rapi3 Transit Commission announces its
readiness to have hearings on this all importantnatter. They are aware that nearlyevery member of this commission is out
of the cty for the present, and they do not
forget tiat in agitations similar to this delayshaTe been dangerous always.

Mr. Stockhnm's Work,
One of the most prominent in the movementto prevent any action which will resultin driving trade away from Broadway.

as the tearing up of its surface would be
certain to do.is George T. Stockham, of
the Criterion Hotel, at Broadway and Fortyfirststreet. For many hours yesterday he
drove along Broadway all the way from his
(hotel to Union square, stopping at every
business house of prominence and insuring
the active co-operation of every firm in the
project. He was much pleased with the
result 01 nis worK, ana lie oaiu law ingiii.
that not in one instance did he meet a man
who did not agree that there could be no excuseof sufficient weight for the tearing up
of the surface of Broadway.

"It cannot be possible," Mr. Stocknam
said Ust night, "that the city officials will
be so blind as to disregard the expressed
wishes ctf such citizens as are in business in
that section of Broadway which is between
Union square and Forty-second street and
which has be i characterized so aptly as
the hub of the centre of the New World.
All of us realize that every resident must
sacrifice something for the work which will
be for the public good, but we feel that if
the sacrifice may be obviated it should be.
We kn^w, or at least some of those who
have joined in the movement and who have
Buffered already know, what a fearful detrimentwill be put on all business along
Broadway should the surface of the street
be torn up. And those who do know are
most determined in their opposition.
"We are not actuated by selfishness in any

sense of the word. It may be to our best interestseventually to ha ve a spur of the subway
along Broadway, but why should we be put
to immense loss during the months L'ne street
will be torn up, when the work can be done
as efficiently, as we believe, and as cheaply
by boring for the tunnel? That is what we
want to know, and we do not believe there
is any one who has no interest in the matter,or even who has, who can give an answerwhich will be satisfactory to us or to
any other one who views the question from
an unprejudiced standpoint.

"In other cities subways have been constructedby tunnelling, with no disturbance
of the surface except at the sites chosen for
stations. Perhaps these other cities have
b"een adapted better for tunnelling because
of the character of the underground area.
But if this is not so shall we admit that our
engineers are so far behind the fellows in
ctner sections that they cannot solve the
problem of constructing' a subway without
recourse to the old method of digging down-
ward from tne suriace: 1 nope not, ana so
do all who are interested in the movement
to force another solution of the matter."

Forming n Combine.
One of the first to awaken to the pressing

nature of the situation which was presented
to every one having his place of business
on the proposed line of the underground
spur was Alexander Shaw, an optician, of
jfo. 1,145 Broadway. When he learned of
the action proposed by the constructors of
the tunnel he at once took steps to bring
his fellows in business to an understanding
of the disaster which confronted them. He
worked hard, by correspondence and personalinterviews, and he is gratified by the
unanimous response which came to him. To
the most prominent business men along the
Tipper section of Broadway, he sent this letter:.

Doubtless you have noticed by the newspapers
«lon and the Interborough Railroad Company have
of recent dates that the Rapid Transit Commisjentatlvelyagreed on at, extension of the subway
from Forty-second street down Broadway to connect.."»th the main line.
F'om what we know of the manner in which

Bluish of the work has been and is being done
liSng the line already opened, we can be quite

certain that, it tbe route past our places of
business is adopted and the work is done in the
same way by the contractors as previously mentionedit will be a positive menace to business
end the thought has suggested itself to me, and
therefore I take the liberty of addressing myself
to you as one of the influential people of the
neighborhood, whether it does not seem to you
that some sort of a petition should be prepared
looking to the controlling of the city and its
extractors in their operations and work alongthe tstenslon, seeking to have them tunnel the I
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street, with openings in side streets only, exceptwhere stations happen?
May I have your suggestions as to getting up a

petition or other form of relief, if the same
becomes ne'eessary?. Similar letters will be sent
to prominent ouelness houses along the line of
the proposed extension.

AH Ready to Fljfht.
"My replies convince me that we are to

make a solid front in the endeavor to avert
the calamity which is impending," said Mr.
Shaw. "Not one of the replies I have receivedgives any idea of the writer dissentingfrom the views generally entertained.
We will have the strongest kind of a comjmittee to oppose the course which would
make Broadway worse than a barren waste
and would drive all of us out of business
practically, if not in reality.
"We are not taking the position of blockingany public improvement. We simply

contend it is not necessary to tear up this
thoroughfare in order to build the subway."
Nearly every business man along this sectionof Broadway has signified his desire to

be enumerated among the objectors to the
plan of overturning Broadway. Those who
may not be at the conference to-day have
said they will have representatives present
to act for them.

DEMANDS TUNNEL, NOT DITCH

New York Sun Calls for Construction WithoutInconvenience.
The Rapid Transit Commission has a projectto extend the subway system by buildinga branch from the main line at Broadway

and Forty-second street to Union square,
tb extend to tTie Battery through University
place, Wooster and Church streets, and it Is
undoubtedly a needed addition to that system.
As we remarked the other day, it is inevitablethat the rapid growth' of the population

and trade of Manhattan Island will necessitatethe extension of the subway system in
many directions. This rsland will eventually
be honeycombed with underground railways.
The convenience of citizens will require more
and more facilities of underground travel,
for it may now be assumed that the superiorityof that method of transit will be
demonstrated to the general satisfaction
when the subway under construction bas
been opened for use.
The part of New York through which it is

proposed to carry the new subway includes
the district in which the streets are thronged
throughout the day with shoppers, mostly
women, and at night also are crowded with
people. It is a district of great bazaars of
rofall J ui uuicito, resiauranis, tne&ires

and apartment houses, and throughout its
length enormous expenditures of capitalhave been made in the construction of buildingswhose value for their purposes is dependenton the unobstructed facilities of the
streets on which they are. If, as everybodyknows from experience of the building
of the present subway, the same method of
construction is pursued in this extension the
whole district will suffer seriously throughoutthe progress of the work and many
thousands of people will be put to great inconveniencedaily. That is, if the new subwayis to be like the old, a ditch dug close
to the surface of the street.

If only such a method of construction was
practicable, even its damage would have to
be borne, for further facilities of transit we
must have and they must be underground.
But by actual demonstration in London and
elsewhere it has been shown that a method
which does not involve obstruction or injury
to the surface of the streets is possible and
wholly feasible. Subway construction can
go on without loss and inconvenience to the
public and without even their knowledge
that it is proceeding, unless here and there
at openings which" need rot be seriously obstructive.
Instead of a ditch, this new subway should

be a veritable tunnel, built so far below the
surface of the streets that its construction
will not interfere with trade and travel on
them, with the complicated water and seweragesystems, and with buildings erected on
the thoroughfares. If that method of construction,demonstrably feasible, costs a littlemore to the contractors, the additional
outlay will be insignificant as compared with
the actual money loss to the public of the
present ditch method.
Controller Grout, who is one of the Committeeon Plans of the Rapid Transit Commission.Is reported to have answered when

asked if the extension of the subway could
not be a deep tunnel, instead of a ditch like
the present subway. "Not without changing
the plans." Of course the plans will have to
be changed, and the sooner the Rapid TransitCommission proceeds to make the necessarychange the better will be the prospectsfor the present municipal government
when next autumn's election comes, The
public have got tired of saving money for
the subway builders at the cost of infinitely
greater loss to themselves..New York Sun.

DRAW THE LINE AT BROADWAY

New York Wcrld Says There Is a Limit to
Endurance of New Yorkers.

jl lie suiitme tu cai:avaic jdi ua.uwdy iur a

branch of the subway from Forty-second
street to Union square is so astounding that
the public finds it difficult to believe that
the Rapid Transit Commission really has
it under serious consideration. After all our

experience of the last three years on Fourth
avenue, Forty-second street and upper
Broadway, there should not be even an inclinationamong the members of the commissionto permit central Broadway to be
turned into an open ditch.

It would be wrong to take any piecemeal
action on the subject of subway extensions
at this time. When the Elsberg bill was beforethe Legislature last winter Mayor Low
objected to it on the ground that we ought
to take time enough to devise a thoroughly
digested measure covering the whole rapid
transit system of the future. He gave an
implied pledge that nothing would be done
in the meantime by which the present contractorswould be enabled to strengthen
their hold on that system. To authorize
short extensions now, which by the nature
of the case must fall into the hands of the
lnterborough company on its own terms,
would be a violation of that pledge and an
impairment of the city's resources for the
creation of a comprehensive system.
But aside from that, the construction of an

open ditch in Broadway would be an intolerableoutrage. It was promised when tiie
present subway was authorized by the voters
that there would be little interference with
surface traffic during its progress. Everybodvknows how that promise has been kept
If the Rapid Transit Commissioners think
that the people of New York will stand an
extension of Fourth avenue conditions to
Broadway, or even to Seventh avenue, which
is mentioned as an alternative, they are
destined to an unpleasant awakening.
Before a pick was driven into the ground in

City Hall Park three years ago it was known
UIOl UlOlUIUlIlg tne

street surface had been successfully carried
out abroad, especially in London. For some
reason the Rapid Transit Commission preferredthe plan of the Grand Canyon of the
Colorado. New Yorkers have endured the
nuisance with unexampled patience, but they
emphatically draw the line at Broadway..
New York World.

COOK, CAUSING TIRE, IS DEAD.

One of Crew of Italian Bark Succumbs
to Injuries.

Gabriello Fortunato, cook of the Italian
bark Anselae Maria, which was destroyed
by fire in New York Bay off Bayonne on

Thursday, died in the Bayonne Hospital
yesterday.
The explosion which caused the destructive

fire is said to have beer, caused fry the cook
frying some meat In violation to the rules.

HERALD, SATURDAY

PNEUMATIC TUBE M
X>TA&RA>t SHOWINCr TO WHAT JEXTEKT1
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TRENCHES extending for blocks are be-
ing opened in Broadway and a dozen Or
more cross streets, without any indicationsof attempts to restore portions of

the streets to normal conditions.

Broadway's asphalt is being torn up and
great piles of rock and earth left to interferewith traffic from Herald square for a
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Supervisor Hervey Reports
Deficiencies in Nearly

Every Account.

BOARD MAKbS PROVISION

Authorizes the Transfer of Such
Sums from Other Accounts

as May Be Necessary.
According to a report submitted to the

Board of City Record yesterday by Charles
S. Hervey, who was appointed Supervisor
to succeed Philip Cowen, there are deficienciesin nearly every account in the office and
more than $200,000 will be required to meet
them.
Mr. Hervey in this report says that while

there is an unexpended balance in the appropriationfor "Printing', stationery and
blank books for city departments and offices,
and arrearages, 1903," of $8,590.42, there
are outstanding liabilities incurred in 1902
amounting to $39,811.08; also outstanding liabilitiesincurred since January 1, 1903,
amounting to $126,238.09, making $166,049.17, or
a net deficit of $157,458.75.
"In addition there are outstanding liabilitieschargeable to the counties for 1902 in excessof the 1902 appropriations, as follows:.

New York county, $1,754.59; Kings county,
$2,576.98; Richmond, $643.15, and Supreme
Court, Second Department, $512.38.
"These amounts, together with the deficit

in the appropriation for city departments.
$157,458.75, noted above.make a total outstandingobligation of $162,945.85, for the paymentof which there is now no provision."
The Board authorized Mr. Hervey to transfersuch sums from other accounts as were

required to meet the deficiencies complained
of.

PURROY IS APPOINTED
FIRE DEPARTMENT CHIEF

Crokcr's Attorney Declares He
M M a\/A ^r\m »lhinrt -f r\ Q i\/
1 i ci y i iu v v/ ouiiivumig i w ouy

in Two or Three Months.
Commissioner Sturgis, of the Fire Department,announced yesterday that he had promotedDeputy Chief Charles D. Purroy to

the rank of Chief of the Fire Department.
The appointment will take effect to-day.
Chief Purroy has been acting Chief since

December 1. He was appointed a fireman on

January 23, 1880; an assistant foreman on

April 5, 1881; a foreman on December 3, 1882;
a chief of battalion on May 1, 1884, and a

deputy chief January 2. 1893. In his twentythreeyears' service he has not had a charge
of any nature preferred against him.
John J. Delany, couhsel for former Fire

Chief Croker, said of the appointment:.
"I want the administration to run on for two
or three months more as it has been doing
and then I may have something to say. i
think you will find that matters will come
out all right before that time."

$7,500,000 FOR IMPROVEMENTS.
Of This Sum Authorized $3,868,000 Is

for the Blackwell's Island
Bridge.

More than $6,000,000 in corporate stock was
authorized by the Board of Aldermen yesterdayafternoon for improvements of variouskinds in the five boroughs. /
The most important was $3,868,000 for the

construction of the Blackwell's Island
Bridge. As this is to be a cantilever bridge.
in which wire cables could not be used, no
question was raised by the Aldermen over
the fact that eyebars are to be used extensivelyin the stiffening structure.
One hundred thousand dollars was appropriatedfor pipe galleries In lower Broadway,the remainder being divided as follows:.$207,000for public baths in Brooklyn;

$50,000 for repairs to the Brooklyn Coyrt
House; $700,00(5 for Fire Department purposes
in Brooklyn and Queens; $15,000 for repairs to
the New York County Court House; $175,000for the Zoological Society; $100,000 for the
Botanical Society; $100,000 for Bronx parks;
$130,000 for Brooklyn parks; $100,000 for the
parks of Manhattan, and $1,990,000 to the Departmentof Water Supply. Gas and Electricity.

, ^
TELEGRAPHIC TICKS.

montgomery. Ala..Ale* \:eans and Will Star':*,
two negtit*. were banered In the jail here for the
murder of Fleming Foster, a negro, near Le Grande,
Ala.
Geneva. Ohio.."Walter Harvey, a blacksmith,

shot and Instantly killed E. F. Gleason. at Harpersflpld.Gleason chased Harvey into the house, threateningto -vrhta> him.
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slD CONDUIT TRENCH

'Z6 rrOJZKT TIP J)THEI2ALJ? ~30
consiaeraDie distance Dotn nortn ana soutn.
The excavations are for additional conduits
for the Consolidated Electrical Conduit Companyand for pneumatic tubes for postal
service.
The conduit company needs more ducts

for telephone service, and the pneumatic
tubes are for the connections between the

SmtfoT
j the eye-bur chi
Aldermen Again Vote Down
the $6,552,000 Manhattan

Bridge Appropriation.

MR. GROUT IS ATTACKED

Alderman Mathews Calls Him
"Commissioner"' and Talks of ,

European Vacations.

In view of the second defeat within a fortnightby the Aldermen of the appropriation
of $6,552,000 for the new Manhattan Bridge
across the Bast River, which carried with it
Bridge Commissioner Lindenthal's plans for
the eye-bar chain method of suspending the
river span, it is likely that Mayor Low and
Controller Grout will abandon all further
effort to obtain the appropriation, until after
election at least.
Then, if the fusion forces be successful, it

may be renewed, since it would be futile for
Tammany to undertake to delay the appropriationfor this bridge for two years more

just to enable the single firm capable of constructingthe wire cables to obtain this lucrativecontract. If the Tammany candidatesare elected the present administration
would not undertake to renew the appropriation.
As when the matter came up the first time,

the administration was defeated by the votes
of republican Aldermen.Alt, Bennett and
Diemer, of Brooklyn, voting against it, and
Klett, Mathews, Jones and Whitaker, of
Manhattan, following. The final vote was 41
against to 24 in favor of it.
Alderman Mathews did not vote on the

jcouiuuyu until xa.iiiiiia.iiy n<iu iii«li simileu

forty votes, enough to kill it. Then he made
a speech in which he assailed bitterly ControllerGrout, calling him "Commissioner
Grout."
"I have read," he said, "every bit of literatureI could get on this eyebar system, and

I am satisfied that it is inferior to the wire
cables and nothing less than a hobby of the
Bridge Commissioner. Commissioner Grout
says eyebars are far better than wire cables.
"While I am unable to take a six weeks' vacationin Europe, like Commissioner Grout,
I want to say I think I know more about this
question than he does, and therefore I vote
'No.' "

\

His vote was greeted with applause from
the Tammany side.
Alderman Holmes, who comes from the

district in which Lemuel E. Quigg and
George R. Bidwell are the dominating influences,voted in favor of the appropriation
this time, his being the only republican vote
changed from the first vote, two weeks ago.
Immediately after the vote on this questionthe Board of Estimate and Apportionmentassembled to dispose of an unlinished

calendar. It was expected that the Board
would repass the appropriation, but when
Mr. Swanstrom brought up th^ matter both
the Mayor and Controller Grout suggested
that it go over until December. This pleased
the Tammany Aldermen.
Controller Grout said that he saw no reasonfor playing shuttlecock with the Aldermen.
Personal narrative by a millionnaire

sportsman of how lie rose front a pennilesslad to his present estate. In
to-morrow's Sunday Herald.

J. HAMILTON LEWIS
RAPS LEONARD WOOD

"Of What Use Is West Point?'
Asks Former Representative

on Eve of Departure.
"Of what use is West Point and years of

honorable service?" demanded J. Hamilton
Lewis yesterday, as he stood on the White
Star line pier, preparatory to embarking on

the Cymric for Liverpool. A former colonel
in the National Guard, but now a counsellor
for the Trans-Alaskan Railway Company,
he was much disturbed over President
Roosevelt's recent nomination of General
Leonard Wood to be a major general in the
regular army.
"But fortunately," he continued, "the Senatehas not confirmed the nomination, and I

believe that such a public sentiment will be
aroused that the Senate will not confirm it."
The former Representative goes abroad as

legal representative of Americans who are
interested in the proposed Trans-AlaskanSiberianRailway.
The Rev. Thomas A. Hendrick, whom the

late Pope appointed as one of the American
Bishops to the Philippines, was another vovagerby the Cymric. Some others who sailed
by that vessel are Mr. and Mrs. E. B. Boynton.Dr. and Mrs. Charles S. Butler, Mr. and
Mrs. W. E. Shaw, Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Perrir.and Mr, and Mrs. R. F, Shannon.
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BLOCKS BROADWAY
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General Post Office and the branch stations
which were authorized by the last Congress.
Heavy blasting is being done in the Broadwaytrench, and the Broadway cars are
halted many times during the day when
blasts are set off. Merchants complain over
the tardiness in laying the conduits and replacingthe material. They say that the
contractors should be compelled to finish one
block before tearing up the street in the
next block.

SALE 0?MTTQ
unify MANAGEMENT

« **

Disputes Between Mr. Munsey
and Colonel Brown Over

D. ii- r»

rvuiimrig irie raper.

IS NOW A LOSING VENTURE

Change of Time of Issue from
Evening to Morning One

Cause Assigned.
Odd complications have resulted from th«

attempt of Frank A. Munsey to sell the New
York Daily News, of which he is the principalowner. Mr. Munsey has authorized, as
was told in the Herald yesterday, the publicationof an advertisement of the sale of the
News by auction. Colonel William L.
Brown, owner of nearly a half interest, is
opposing the sale, and is expected, when the
proper time arrives, to interfere with a

court orocess.
Counsel for Mr. Brown have informed him

that the sale of a property like the News
cannot be ordered without the approval of
stockholders representing two-thirds of the
stock. Mr. Munsey, on the other hand, has
been informed by his counsel that he is
wholly within his rights, being the owner of
a majority of the stock, in ordering the sale.
It is admitted by both sides that the sale is
intended to bring harmony to the managementof the paper.
Mr. Munsey left New York yesterday on

an automobile trip to Newport. Before
starting he had a long conference with his
personal representatives, and it -<vas understoodthat he had authorized a meeting with
Colonel Brown for the purpose of arranging
an understanding if possible. Mr. Munsey
and Colonel Brown, according to a representativeof the former, have never been in harmon V vrl i cr + ~ * *

Hiu mannci Ul tuiiuUUL111&
the News.
Mr. Munsey turned the paper from an

evening edition into a morning paper, and
this was against the earnest protest of
Colonel Brown, who, asserting his right as
an owner of 140 shares out of a total of 300,
declared that an injustice was being done.
Mr. Munsey offered to buy or sell, but
Colonel Brown said he had no desire to sell
and he was in no position to buy.
After further disputes Mr. Munsey, it is

said, informed Colonel Brown that the paper
was being run at a loss, and that it was nis
duty as a minority shareholder to pay his
proportion of the losses. Colonel Brown's
response to this was that the paper had been
turned from a paying property into a losing
venture, and that he would pay no assessmentuntil the policy of the paper was
turned back to that which was being pursuedwhen the News was under the editorial
control of himself.

"I am authorized to say no more," said a
personal representative of Mr. Munsey yesterday,"than that Mr. Munsey will be in
full control of the News after the auction
sale, which has been authorized. That is, he
will be In control if Colonel Brown or some
other person does not outbid him at the sale.
It is his intention to bid for the property,
and in so doing he will protect his own interestsand the interests of Colonel Brown
as well. There can be no denial of the fact
that the News has not done what Mr. Munseyexpected it would do when he purchased
the paper. The explanation is plain, however,and we all feel that the paper will
be easily revived as soon as the warring
within the management ceases."

Personal narrative by a millionnalre
sportsman of how he rose from a pen-
liiless Ind to his present estate. In
to-morrow's Svnday Herald.

WHITEY. FIGHTING BEAR, DEAD.
Animal That Lived Nearly Twenty-Two

Years in Central Park Succumbs
to Old Age and Heat.

Whitey, a Polar bear in Central Park, who
had been the hero of many fights with other
animals, died yesterday from old age and
the heat. More than twenty-two years old,
Whitey had spent the greater part of his
life in Central Park, wnere he was known
as the "fighting bear of the zoo."
He became ill during the early part of the

summer and suffered greatly from the heat.

STOLE $3,000, EMPLOYERS SAY.

Young Bookkeeper Accused of FalsifyingHis Firm's Books.
Joseph Estherson, of No. 392 Seventh avenue,a bookkeeper employed by Manheimtr

& Kasse, at No. 68 Grand street, was hold
for trial in $2,000 baxl in Jefferson Market
Court yesterday charged with the larceny of
$91.34 by falsification of the firm's books.
Counsel for the firm said that in one month

the man's peculations amounted to $3,000.

CHANGE CHARTER
TO REPAIR ASPHALT

Grand Jury Suggests This and
Urges the Mayor to Appoint
Commission to Investigate.

WOULD ABOLISH RED TAPE

finds Relations Between Borough
Pr^cirl/»nt nr r\ W/zm-I/c
I a V JiUUlK UIIU I UL/liV- V* 01 i\o

Commissioner Complex.
Vigorous protest was made yesterday for i

the second time 111 its official life by the July 3
Grand Jury against the dangerous and unsanitaryconditions brought about in this
city by the broken asphalt pavements. The
Grand Jurors recommend that in view of the
fact that some of the delay in repairing
streets was due to official red tape the
Mayor appoint a commission to suggest such
changes In the charter that in future the
letting of contracts for asphalting might be
expedited and the contractors held to stricter
accountability.
John P. Faure, foreman of the Grand Jury,

who last Tuesday read the first presentment,made Judge McMahon, in General Sessions,acquainted with the contents of the
second paper. The Grand Jury appeared in
court at one o'clock in the afternoon and its
last official act was the delivery of its presentment.
In the presentment attention is called to

the belief of the jurors that "official complexities,causing serious confusion, exist betweenthe offices of the Borough President
and the Commissioner of Public Works, and,
in consequence, there follow innumerable
and long continued delays in making repairs
to asphalted streets."

FOR A MUNICIPAL PLANT.
The hope was expressed that the general

repair contract passed on July 21 would
remedy many of the existing evils. The
Grand Jury renewed its recommendation
that the city have its own repair plant, and
expressed its conviction that through that
agency more prompt and economical repairs
could be made.
"Representatives of some of the asphalt

companies holding maintenance contracts,"
says the presentment, "say that the delays
in making repairs are chiefly traceable to the
red tape of the city government, orders for
repairs requiring numerous signatures in differentdepartments. They say also that
when orders are received by them repairs can
be made very promptly. On the other hand,

ca v tVint tho o cs r> Vi o 1 f
do not make repairs. promptly, even when
they have the necessary orders, and that in
many cases they report repairs completed
which the city inspectors later report have
not been made.
"The Commissioner of Public Works says

he is practically powerless to compel the
asphalt companies to perform their obligationsbecause of the wording- of the contracts,which are not prepared by his department.This is a remarkable state of affairs
and seems to demand closer co-operation betweenthe heads of the several municipal departments.
"We believe that many existing vexatious

delays in making repairs may be traced to
the absence of penalty clauses in uie contractsand we recommend early measures
to remedy this evil.

PUBLIC SUFFERING GREATLY.
"It seems clear to the Grand Jury that

whether the fault lies with the technical re- a
quirements of the charter or with the interpretationof its provisions, the fact remains
that public service and public interests are
suffering greatly.
"We are forced to believe that the principaldifficulties are in faulty methods, and

therefore we recommend that the Mayor appointa suitable commission to make carefulstudy of the whole subject of the
asphalting of the streets and necessarily
connecting topics, and that the duties of
such commission should include such suggestionsas to alterations or amendments of
the charter as the public needs may seem to
require.
"Meanwhile we again call on the Borough

President and the Commissioner of Public
Works for increased activities in remedying
existing conditions. A few months more
will bring us to the time when it will be
practically impossible to do continued asphaltwork because of cold weather. Prompt
action seems to be absolutely necessary."
Examination of the methods cf letting contractsshows that the charter and the interpretationof it by officials contribute to the

winding of interminable red tape.
The specifications are first passed upon

by the Board of Estimate and Apportionment;then a contract is suggested by engineersof the Department of Public Works,
the document is drawn in the office of the
Borough President, sent for approval to the
Corporation Counsel, where it remains for
at least fifteen days; then it is let, after
which the Controller takes from six to ten
days to approve the sureties. Next follows
the signing of the document, and then it is
sent again to the Controller, who requires
two or three days for registration.

COMPANIES, ASK DELAY.
"It would hardly be becoming in me," said

George Livingston, Commissioner of Public
Works, "to criticise the nrovisions of ton
charter. The present methods of letting contractsare necessarily slow, but the real
fault lies in the carrying out of the contracts
after they are executed. Two of the asphalt
companies have written to me that they
have not the facilities to do the repairs, and
beg for time. Penalties and the abrogation
of contracts are without effect as far as
getting the work done any sooner is concerned.
"The recently prepared general repairs

contract for one hundred streets is now in
the hands of the Controller and it will be out
in a few days. Then it will be seen whether
or not the new contractors will do any betterthan their predecessors."
Jacob A. Cantor, President of the Borough,

said yesterday that there was no complexity
in the workings of the departments and deniedthat there was any friction. He declaredthat a commission to suggest changes
in the charter was unnecessary.

ARRIVALS AT THE HOTELS.

Waldorf-Astoria.W. P. Warren, of Troy, and
Price Wetherell. of Philadelphia.
Holland.Eugene Davis, of Washington, and Ers- ,

kine M. Ftaelps. of Chicago.
Imperial.O. W. Gardner, of Boston, and Benjamin i

F. Welden. of Blnghamton. M
Grand.P. J. McTighe, of Binghamton, and Ed- I

mund Oliver, of Chester, Pa.
Gilsey.General E A. McAlpin, of Ossining, and

R. D. Ellis, of Camden. 1
Victoria.D. S. McDonald, of Duluth, arid W. G.

Kent, of Providence. I
Plaza.H. S. Denison, of Chicago, and S. P. Friedman,of Cincinnati.
Murray Hill.Benjamin L. Coe, of Waterbury. Ct..

and Frank W. White, of Albany.
I- inn Avenue-uana Jistes, or Boston, and J. H.

Ridsway, of Chicago.

DRY GoCTJS, &C>

"Half a loaf is better than
none."
At your service till 12 to-day.clothing, furnishings, hats and

shoes.
Then we loaf.

ROGERS, PEET & COMPANY.
258 Broadway, ojjposite City Hall,

and 7 ana 9 Warren St.
842 Broadway, cor. 13th. WE FILL ORDERS

and 140 to 148 4th Av. BY MAIL.1,260 Broadway, ror. 32d,
and 54 West 33d St.


